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     “The quest for the Grail is not archaeology.  It's a race against evil.  If it is captured by the Nazis, the armies of darkness will march all over the face of the earth,” actor Sean Connery stated in the pop-culture film Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade.  This film has enthralled young would-be archaeologists since 1981, when it was released.  Young boys and girls have dreamed of squaring off with Nazi henchmen, racing against them to find religious treasures—but this has all been Hollywood pop-culture hype, or so it has long been believed.
     People have attributed all forms of characteristics to Adolf Hitler, from religious nut to schizophrenic.  It is no secret that the Nazi regime had some interest in religion.  Hitler’s interest began as a youth when he watch Richard Wagner’s Lohengrin, Heinrich Himmler had an obsession with the occult and Teutonic mis-mythology.  Many people believe today that Hitler dismissed religion, subjugating it to his own form of Social Darwinism.
     The facts, however, show that the Fuhrer had an interest, and furthermore, an active program to unearth religious artifacts and bring them to Nuremburg.  A proper understanding of Nazi religious fanaticism allows for a better understanding of the side of the Nazis seldom discussed.  During the Nazi regime (1933-1945), Nazi Germany sent archaeologists across the globe on a zealous hunt for religious artifacts, evidenced by their archaeological pursuits, their attempts to dominate religious and cultural artifacts, and the existence of a state mechanism for the actualization of this.
     The Second World War dominates history, perhaps unlike any other event.  More shows are aired on the History Channel related to the topic of the Second World War than any other historical time period.  This is understandable, few events in history have had such a profound impact on the entire world.  Nazi archaeology, however, is seldom addressed, meriting further consideration of a myriad of questions.  Having a clearer understanding of the Nazi regime’s desire to find religious artifacts (and the accompanying religious obsession) will ultimately help to understand the true nature of the Nazi regime.

     Most writers tend to ignore the issue of Nazi archaeologists.  The few writers that have paid attention to it have written inadequate accounts of the topic in pseudo-scientific manners with little credible research.  Consequently, they have marred the topic as being non-intellectual, unfounded in facts, and supported only by the fringe of the educated community.
     The first theory on Nazi spiritual science is the propaganda theory postulated by Jay Baird.
  The propaganda theory states that much of the mystic connection with Nazism was fabricated for the purpose of further pushing the Nazi ideology.  “Goebbels merged Nazi myths with pagan warrior motifs, and shrouded the whole in the incense of mysticism,” wrote Baird.
 
     Additionally, there are those who claim that the Nazis had mystical foundations and a tie to the occult but completely ignore the discussion of archaeology.  G. L. Mosse discussed the original connections in the founding of the NSDAP and romanticism mysticism.
  Nicholas Goodrick-Clarke states that “the religious and mythic elements of German National Socialism often made the Third Reich resemble a cult in power.”
     On the other extreme, are the pseudoarchaeological accounts that populate the internet and other media.
  These websites sometimes make wild claims of the Nazi regime finding Atlantis or stashing gold in Southwest America.  Claims made with little evidence and credibility, ultimately damage the credibility of the entire field.  If a scholar chooses to write about this topic, he must first establish himself as being credible and separate from the unreliable sources, before he may continue on to discuss the topic.
    The final school to be discussed bridges the pseudoarchaeological and the mystical foundation theories.  Trevor Ravenscroft discusses in an analytical and highly acclaimed book that Hitler was interested in religious artifacts, especially the Spear of Destiny—purportedly the spear that pierced the side of Christ.
  Even in the instance, which Ravenscroft discusses in great detail, there is no archaeology actually performed.  The Nazi regime simply confiscated the Spear out of the Hofburg Museum following the Anschluss.  The Nazis looted much of the religious and artistic artifacts that they came to acquire.
 
     Writing about Nazi-controlled archaeology has been insufficient.  Most credible writers simply ignore the topic, leaving it for pseudohistoric, fringe writers.  The ultimate result has been a discreditable topic that is discussed only on websites left for paranormal discussions.  Evidence shows, however little exists in English, that the Nazis used archaeology to actively hunt down religious artifacts to be incorporated into the Aryan mythology to further the cause of German National Socialism.
     It is surprisingly difficult to find accurate first-hand accounts of Nazi archaeology.  Undoubtedly the Bundesarchiv holds much information for a future historian to utilize, but for now historians must piece together what they can.  
     First we must establish that under the Nazi regime, German archaeologists did work.  Facts on File published in its weekly newsletter in 1941 that a roman palace had been unearthed near the Rhine river by German archaeologists.
  Even during the war, German archaeologists were working to uncover Germanic history.  
     Next, it must be determined that the Nazis did seek to bring religious artifacts, art, and other archaeological goods under their domination.  One need not look as far to find evidence of this.  At Neu-Schwanstein, Goering had stashed uncountable amounts of jewels, artwork, and artifacts.  Commonly, these collections are considered to be nothing more than “loot.”

     Furthermore, evidence existed at the time (in May 1939, before any war declarations) that the Nazi regime had designs for sites of historical and archaeological importance.  The New York Times reported on 31 May 1939, that the Schutzstaffel had confiscated the house and property of the Catholic Primate of Germany.
  This confiscation was an actual example of the aforementioned “looting” that the Nazi party conducted.  The party was ruthless in its attempts to gain these treasures.
     Whether the Lance of Mauritius was the spear that pierced Jesus of Nazareth’s side or not, is unimportant.  It had a special power to it.  Not a magical power, but a power of ideas.  People believed, as many still do, that it was the spear from Golgotha.  From this belief the lance derived a special mythical, ideological power that could be used to fuel propaganda.  As such, the temptation became too great for Hitler and the Nazi party and during the Anschluss, they confiscated the spear.
  There exists no clear, irrefutable evidence that the spear had been taken to Nuremberg but it may be surmised from the letter written by General Eisenhower that directed for the return of artifacts to Austria.

     The Nazi regime went about this process through a mechanism created in 1935, Der Ahnenerbe—a branch of the Schutzstaffel that concerned itself with the ancestral heritage of Germany.
  Again, very few credible sources exist in English on this topic.  There are more than several in German, however.  One of the few credible sources concerning the SS-Ahnenerbe is Bettina Arnold’s article in Archaeology.  Arnold points that the SS-Ahnenerbe existed as a pet of Reichsfuhrer-SS Himmler for the primary purpose of discovering pre-historical evidence of German greatness.

     The historical and archaeological portions of the SS-Ahnenerbe are poorly documented and researched.  However, gathering the various clues presented throughout Nazi Germany, it becomes clear that the Nazi party sought to bring cultural and religious artifacts, found through archaeological means or looted, under the control of the National Socialist state and the SS-Ahnenerbe served as the state apparatus for the realization of those Nazi archaeological goals.  It is unfortunate, however, that most of the writing done on the topic has been fringe writing and less-than-scholarly work.  
     There is much to be discovered about the uses of archaeology in Nazi Germany, for a diligent historian. Many questions remain unanswered including how the artifacts were intended to be incorporated into the Reich mythology, propaganda, and religion.  Hopefully, a historian will soon come along to answer these questions and see the “Army of Darkness” planned to incorporate religion as it attempted to “march all over the face of the earth.”
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